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DEPOSITING BLOOD OR CELL LINES FOR EQA

EMQN are in a position to receive samples for cell lines to be used in future rounds of external quality assessment. These samples will be kept in Manchester and will be made available for use in EQA schemes. We are happy to accept blood for establishing cell lines as well as already established cell lines.  Please include as full a clinical profile with the sample as possible using the form over the page. Please maintain patient confidentiality by sending samples labelled with only your local reference number and retaining part of the sample in your own centre as DNA or cells. We cannot accept any known infectious samples (e.g.- blood samples drawn from patients known to be HIV or Hep C positive).  Any general enquiries should be made through the EMQN Office (office@emqn.org). However, technical questions will be dealt with by the SCCS Laboratory, Manchester (mft.cellbank@nhs.net). Please notify the relevant EMQN Scientific Programme Manager and/or EMQN Office (office@emqn.org) prior to shipment of any samples.

Please refer to DOC3318 EMQN Classification and Packing of EQA Materials for detailed information on preparing and labelling shipments of biological materials. A summary of requirements for each sample type can be found below:

Receipt of blood:
Blood should be taken into EDTA tubes*. Aim for a 5-8 ml sample. Blood should be drawn directly in to the EDTA tube and the tube gently inverted several times to ensure the contents are mixed thoroughly. 
DO NOT CHILL THE BLOOD SAMPLE – STORE AND SHIP AT ROOM TEMPERATURE. 
*if no EDTA containers are available, Sodium heparin or ACD tubes may be used.

Place in a UN3373 complaint transport box labelled with “Biological Substance Category B” and showing a diamond hazard label. The waybill must also state UN3373 Biological Substance, Category B.  Multiple patient samples or materials may be sent in the same box.  Ensure the package complies with IATA Packing Instruction 650. Please ship using an express service to ensure the specimen arrives at our affiliated cell culture facility as soon as possible, so as to increase the chances of successful transformation.

Receipt of cell lines:
The specialist cell culture services (SCCS) laboratory at Manchester will be happy to accept ready established cell lines.

Growing cultures: send in fresh medium in a flask or tube sealed with tape and placed in a sealed clear plastic outer wrapper. Pack with sufficient absorbent material to take up the entire medium in the event of a leakage.

Place in a UN3373 complaint transport box labelled with “Biological Substance Category B” and showing a diamond hazard label. The waybill must also state UN3373 Biological Substance, Category B.  Multiple patient samples or materials may be sent in the same box.  Ensure the package complies with IATA Packing Instruction 650. Please ship using an express service to ensure the specimen arrives at our affiliated cell culture facility as soon as possible to maintain viability of the culture.

Frozen cultures: cryovials should be placed in a sealed clear plastic outer wrapper and packed in sufficient solid carbon dioxide (“dry ice”) pellets to last transit time PLUS 24 hours.

	
Place in a UN3373 complaint transport box labelled with “Biological Substance Category B” and showing a diamond hazard label. The waybill must also state UN3373 Biological Substance, Category B.  Additional text must be used in the description on the waybill: 
“UN1845. Dry ice. X package(s). Xkg Dry ice”. A Class 9 label must be on the outer packaging and also text that states DRY ICE UN1845 Xkg NET WEIGHT. Multiple patient samples or materials may be sent in the same box. Ensure the package complies with IATA Packing Instruction 954, which states that packaging must be designed and constructed to permit the release of carbon dioxide gas to prevent build-up of pressure that could rupture the packaging. For this reason, please do NOT seal the edges of the polystyrene container. Please ship using an express service to ensure the specimen arrives at our affiliated cell culture facility as soon as possible.


Transport:
Send all samples to:-

	Specialist Cell Culture Services (SCCS) Laboratory
Manchester Centre for Genomic Medicine
6th Floor, St Mary’s Hospital
Oxford road
Manchester
M13 9WL
United Kingdom

	Tel:  +44 161 276 6058
Fax: +44 161 276 6606
Email: mft.cellbank@nhs.net


Use a rapid guaranteed delivery service (e.g., DHL/Fedex) ensure the sample arrives at the laboratory within 48 hours. Details of EMQNs courier account may be obtained from office@emqn.org  
Samples must arrive between Monday and Thursday. Please give the SCCS Laboratory notice that samples are on their way ahead of shipping.


Specialised Cell Culture Services
Data for depositing Blood Samples or Cell Lines for EQA

Institution details:
	Name:
	Address:
	Tel:

Fax:

Email:




Patient details: (please do not use the patient name)
	Your Sample Reference Number:
	Date of Birth of Patient:
	Sex of Patient:
 Male
 Female
	Disease or indication:
(e.g. FraX, Breast Cancer, normal control for CFTR exon 10 etc.,)



	Patient has given consent?
 Yes
 No



	Comments (including genotype):
(for instance, 'normal transmitting male, BRCA1 185delAG heterozygote. Exon 10 sequenced and confirmed wild type' etc., and please include as many clinical details on phenotype that you may think relevant)


**For the Urgent Attention of Cell Bank**



Blood sample details (please tick boxes)
	Blood sample:   
	Anti-coagulant:
	ACD   

Sodium heparin   

EDTA                     
	 





Cell line details (please tick boxes)
	Fibroblasts:        
	Lymphocytes:          
	Other (please detail): 



	Primary tissue culture:
	Virus transformed               

Virus used                           
Source of virus
	





	Current culture medium:

	Serum content (%):
	Additional information:




	Passage number:
	Mycoplasma status:
	+ve              
-ve               
unknown     
	Additional information:
	Special biohazard containment required:

	

	Signed:                                                                      Date:

Please Print Name:  …………………………………………….


PLEASE PHOTOCOPY THIS FORM AND THE PREVIOUS DETAILS AS REQUIRED
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